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kept them in swaddling-clothes and hindered the conduct of
their business, they responded by passive resistance. Their
opposition to paternal legislation and the repeated but futile
admonitions of the Government remind us once again that
economic practice cannot be interpreted from the pages of
the statute-book ; and it warns us not to date the beginnings
of laissez-faire in industry from the belated repeal of laws,
which in actual fact had always been honoured more in the
breach than in the observance. In the second place, the
new political system, which now prevailed, favoured eco-
nomic emancipation since the monarchy could no longer
exercise a restraining influence. The collapse of the
authoritarian regime proved to be the turning-point in the
evolution of capitalism in England. It eliminated the one
barrier which obstructed the path of the entrepreneur who
was allowed henceforth a freer hand in industry. The
constitutional order established at the Restoration and
consolidated by the Revolution of 1688 created the frame-
work within which a capitalist society could work out its
destiny unhampered by the control which the Crown had
endeavoured to enforce. If the constitutional changes
were themselves mainly the result of the growth of the
middle class, they in turn stimulated its political instincts
and commercial progress. Voltaire penetratingly observed
that " as trade enriched the citizens in London, so it con-
tributed to their freedom; and this freedom on the other
side extended their commerce " x. In the third place, the
Civil War proved a powerful dissolvent of traditional ways
of thought. The reaction against constituted authority
extended inevitably to the economic field, and encouraged
a critical attitude towards State interference. The vigorous
attack made by a group of Restoration writers upon restraints
in internal trade and industry revealed the extent to which
a growing body of public opinion had emancipated itself
from many of the dogmas enshrined in the outlook of the
age. In the fourth place, the trend of the judicial decisions
given in courts of law was in favour of industrial freedom,
and the judges were particularly potent in circumscribing
1 Voltaire, Letters concerning the English Nation (ed. 1733), 69.